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WATER-USE EFFICIENCY

Target 6.4 of the Sustainable Development Goals aims to substantially increase water-use e�ciency across all sectors 
by 2030, address water scarcity and reduce the number of people su�ering from it. Indicator 6.4.1 tracks progress 
toward this target by measuring the change in water-use e�ciency over time. Water use e�ciency is calculated as the 
ratio of the economic value added by a sector to the volume of water used. This indicator focuses on the agriculture, 
industry, and the service sectors. Monitoring changes in water use e�ciency helps countries assess the impact of 
water resources on economic growth and identify sectors with high water use and low e�ciency. Increasing 
water-use e�ciency leads to more sustainable food and industrial production systems and often results in energy 
savings. Strategies to enhance e�ciency include repairing water distribution systems, using less water-intensive 
crops, and adopting new technologies.
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